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Downloading QGIS

1. Go to the QGIS home page: 
https://www.qgis.org/en/site/

2. Click “Download Now” to view current 
versions for your Operating System

https://www.qgis.org/en/site/
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Downloading QGIS

3. For Windows: 
a. The recommended download is the QGIS standalone installer version 3.12 (32 

bit or 64 bit depending on your computer)
b. To check this, go to Computer > System Properties to see if the system type is 32 

or 64 bit

4. Once the .exe file downloads, double click on it, and run the QGIS setup wizard

5. Click Next for all the default properties. You can select the sample datasets if you 
would like, but it isn’t necessary

For Windows
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Downloading QGIS

6. QGIS will then be saved in your 
Program Files and an icon should 
appear on your desktop when it has 
finished installing

7. You can double click on the QGIS 
icon, and it should open a window 
that looks like the image on the right

For Windows
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Downloading QGIS

3. Click on the Mac Installer Package 
QGIS macOS Installer Version 3.12

4. Once downloaded, double-click 
on the .dmg file

5. Click “Agree” to the terms of the 
license

6. A window will appear showing the 
status of the software opening on 
your machine

For Mac
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Downloading QGIS
For Mac

7. Once step 6 has completed, drag 
the QGIS3.12.app icon into the 
Applications folder

8. A window will appear showing the 
status of the software being copied 
to the Applications folder

9. Launch the application and start 
working!



Installing Plugins
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Installing QGIS

1. Open QGIS by double clicking on the QGIS desktop icon or from your 
Applications folder

2. Click on the Plugins menu at the top of the main QGIS window

3. Navigate to Manage and Install Plugins
– Once this window opens up, you will see all the plugins with an icon next to 

them indicating if they have been installed, not installed, upgradeable, or new

4. Below are some useful Plugins: 
a) OpenLayers
b) Semi-Automatic Classification Plugin
c) Value Tool
d) TimeManager
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